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4-Dragon Tales 2

Why Dragon Tales?

Your children will be thinking a lot about
dragons this year. Composer and Ray School Sing-
Along Director Laurie MacGregor is setting to
music the text of The Dragons Are Singing Tonigh
a collection of seventeen poems about dragons by
Jack Prelutsky, author of dozens of children’s
books. The children of the Ray School will premiere
the song cycle in two performances on May 23,
2006. An ensemble of fourteen adult musicians will
accompany, performing on flute and piccolo, alto
sax, tenor sax, trombone, viola, harp, electric guitar,
accordion, piano, string bass and electric bass,
drums, and percussion. The ensemble includes staff
members Cam Cross, Ellen Haun, Marilyn Johnson,
Becky Luce, Jane Metcalf, and Eric von Ammon,
and eight additional musicians from New
Hampshire, Vermont, and New York City. Ms.
MacGregor will conduct, along with Ray School
general music and choral teacher Ms. Luce.

The composition, dedicated to the children of
the Ray School 2005-06, is a work in progress, with
twelve of seventeen songs completed. Ms.
MacGregor’s artist residency, supported by funds
from the Bridgman Trust, will begin in January. She
and Ms. Luce will teach the songs, and art teachers
Ellen Haun and Robin Henry will guide the children
in several art projects including the creation of t-
shirts with dragon designs to be worn during the
performances. Media specialists Hatsy McGraw
and Marlita Vieira will devote an area of the school
library to dragon books for all ages.

Ms. MacGregor writes music for chamber
ensembles, musical theater, and children’s chorus.
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Her best known composition in the Ray School
community is the song cycle Hailstones and Halibut
Bones an adaptation of Mary O’Neill’s book of
color poems, composed for and premiered by Ray
School children in 1997, and performed at the school
again in 2002.

The text of The DragonsAre SingingTonightis used by
permission of HarperCollins Children's Books, a division of
HarperCollins Publishers, Inc.
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What | Did on My
Summ

Vacatior & W’%,

Don’t you wonder what

teachers do all summer? / y

Here is a sampling of what 7~
the Ray School staff did

this summer. £ &\N\S\
Jen Risley (5th Grade Teacher) spent the
summer squishing potato beetles and pulling
weeds at an organic farm near Augusta, Maine.
She sure does miss those veggies (but not the bug
squishing).

Tia James(K-1 Teacher) spent time in the
classroom painting shelves and going through
things to familiarize herself with Margaret's
(Taylor) program to step in by the start of school.
She was caretaker of the class avocado plant
which is now taller than all first graders. The rest
of the time was spent enjoying a "scheduleless"
summer with family.

Kristin Olmstead (French Teacher) spent
time renovating her house to get it ready for the
twins! She and her husband painted, built hutches
and shelving, and went shopping at second hand
shops for baby clothes and supplies.

Ellen Haun (Art Teacher) learned how to cob
a bench base with Kerstin Nichols & Sarah
Heimann at a workshop right outside the art room
given by Josh Trought of D'Acres. The techniques
she learned are being used with 4th and 5th grade
students this fall,

She and her husband also camped for 2 weeks
in Nova Scotia where they saw lots of moose,
eagles, and even 2 bears!

Hillary LaVanway (3rd Grade Ed. Asst.) is
new to the Ray School. She had a very busy
summer. She got married and served as Director of
the Ventures Day Camp in Hartford, Vermont.
She spent time in Florida and Maine. She also
graduated from college,

Andy Harris (5th Grade Teacher) spent the

"professional" part of her summer teaching a
graduate course in reading ("Reading the Hard
Stuff") for teachers of grades 4-12. But the true
"vacation" part of her summer was celebrating her
30th wedding anniversary with a trip to Lake Tahoe,
Napa Valley, and San Francisco.

Robin Henry (Art and ESL Teacher) worked as
an Ed Assistant in the Learning Place for 5 weeks
which she really enjoyed! Robin becomes "full-time"
mom in the summer, including helping with a bake
sale for Richmond Music Teacher Josh Hall's little
girl. Her family went to Maine for a week. Andshe
helped her parents move from their house of 35
years!

Margaret Jernstedt (K-1 Teacher) and her
husband Chris went to Maine several times and
discovered new places along the coast to enjoy. The
high point of their summer was spending time with
daughters, son-in-law, and new grandson. Aidan has
started smiling and laughing. Stop by Room 4 to see
pictures that are guaranteed to bring you a smile.

Janice OODonnel(PE Teacher) conducted a
Physical Best health-related fitness training
workshop for physical education teachers from the
Boston Public Schools. This was especially great for
her as she is a product of the Boston Public School
system. She also reviewed the assessment materials
for our physical education K-12 curriculum work.

Janice also enjoyed two beautiful weeks on
Martha's Vineyard where all four of her children
were able to join her for a few days. She discovered
some wonderful kayaking spots which she would be
happy to share.

Sandy Frost(former Ray School K-1 Teacher)
married Steve Flemer-what a happy and beautiful
bride she was!

Becky Luce(Music Teacher) taught at a music
camp, where one of the kids informed the class that
she “was smarter than she looked!" She vacationed
and actually got to thinking....about nothing!

Kurt Feuer (5th Grade Teacher) and his
daughter Sky spent almost three weeks visiting the
Galapagos Islands where they swam with sharks
and sea lions. They also visited the Inca ruins in
Peru, hiked Machu Pichu, and ended the summer

continued on page 3
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Welcomeé:‘}&

The PTO welcomes all of you, new and old, to
the Ray School as we begin the 2005-2006 school
year. A special welcome to the new members of the
Ray School Team:

Professional Staff: Leslie Johnston, Hatsy
McGraw, Leslie Connelly, Linda Abdu, and Janne
Piper.

Educational Assistantsand Support Staff:
Amy Gowell, Vicki McCorkle, Sharon Adams, Roja
Alavilli, Beverly Balch, Connie Blatchford, Jennifier
Bodnar, Tim Crawford, Trisha Gautreau, Hillary
LaVanway, Ashley Moore, Martina Ochiel, Meta
Scott, Hope Stragnell, Bernadette Ratel, and.

The Ray School is also lucky to have several
teacherinterns working with our children. They
include:

Peter Maslin (Scribner 4th Grade)

Lori Harriman (Bell 5th Grade)

Anna Zekinsky (von Ammon 3rd Grade)
David Giles (McCoy 3rd Grade)

Ray School PTO

ART"”

*Art at Ray Together

Each year the PTO celebrates Art at Ray
Together with an in-depth look at an individual
artist. With the help of parent volunteer Neely
McNulty, and art teachers Robin Henry and Ellen
Haun, a group of energetic
Sth grade volunteers are
learning about Henri
Matisse. They will share
their knowledge with the
rest of the school by giving
tours of the Matisse
Gallery located in the
multipurpose room.

continued from page 2
scuba diving in the Florida keys.

Sherrie Greeley (Reading Specialist) went to
New Mexico where she visited relatives and did
some sightseeing and hiking. She also spent some
time in Maine, Newport, RI, and Block Island. She
also volunteered for the Good Beginnings Program
and read a few good books!

Janet von Reyn(Reading Recovery Teacher)
and her family traveled to Tanzania, where her
husband, Ford, works on AIDS research and
treatment.

She also met her sponsored "Bibi" (which means
Grandma). She is part of a small program matching
Grandmas (or any caring individuals) with
grandmothers in Dar Es Salaam,Tanzania, who have
lost their own children due to AIDS. These women
are then left to raise their orphaned grandchildren.

She ended her trip on safari with a group of old
friends.

Linda Machabala (ESL Teacher) had a chance
to visit all the towns in Vermont within an hour of
Norwich as she helped her daughter deliver materials
to each town hall and post office for her summer
job. Do we live in an amazingly beautiful area or
what?

Janice Lavoie (Assistant Principal) after much
planning, which included taking a French course in
the Spring, traveled to France for a couple of weeks.
She enjoyed every minute of the trip, from the
wonderful museums, cafes and historic sites in
Paris, to the enchanting Provence countryside.
There she walked and hiked through villages, grape
and olive groves, and mountain trails. Soon after
returning home to Norwich, she visited her new
granddaughter, Emmy Grace Willsey, who lives in
Santa Barbara, California.

Ingrid Stallsmith (3rd Grade Teacher), when
she wasn’t attending courses for her Masters degree,
she spent time in NYC with her daughter enjoying
ethnic restaurants and shows.
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Upcoming
Events

PTO Meeting. Tuesday,Nov. 8, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Art Room. Child care will be provided.

Fall Literacy Night - Wednesday ,November9,
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.Stories, Milk and Cookies!
Please save the date. All Ray School children and
their families are invited to the school to enjoy
reading and refreshments together.
Differencesand Disabilities Group Meeting and
Round Table Discussion.Friday, Nov. 4, 9:00to
10:00 a.m.The group will meet in the Ray School
office conference room to discuss the topic of
Sensory Integration.

TeacherInservice Day - Thursday Nov. 10, 2005.

No School.

Veteran's Day - Friday, Nov. 11, 2005No School.
Holiday Coffee- Dec.19 & 20,2005. The PTO
sponsors a Holiday Coffee each year following the
Holiday Concert performed by the students.
Volunteers are needed to help with set up, clean up,
and baking. For information contact Jean
Westelman.

Thank You

Many thanks to the
custodial staff who
worked so hard to get
the building ready for
the 2005-2006 school
year and continue to
help provide a great \
place for our children

to learn!

)

Thanks
for a Job Well Done

Many thanks to the following
people who have already
contributed their efforts in ensuring
a smooth start to the new school
year.

Ice Cream Social for new families: Caroline
Levy, Tammy Steiner, Sam Westelman, Bill Mlacak,
Elizabeth Cornell, Bruce Sacerdote, Scott Carroll,
Joanna Whitcomb, and Janice Lavoie
NewcomerO<offee: Laura Forauer, Robin Henry,
Elizabeth Cornell, Connie Blatchford, Debbie Shields,
Chad Denning, Diane Shenberger, Bruce Williams,
Joanna Whitcomb, and Janice Lavoie

Welcome Back Staff Luncheon: Crystal Farr and
Tammy Steiner

PTO Welcome Back Packets: Caroline Levy,
David Levy, and Joanna Whitcomb

Back to School Bus Monitors: Seth Brooks,
Jocelyne Kolb, Crystal Farr, Lisa Weiss, Suzanne
Kelly, Melina Walker, Kim Whalen, Suzanne Schon,
Jeff Wilkinson, Ginger Boitnott, Laura Forauer,
Patrick Dunfey, Michele Lauria, Roshini Pinto-
Powell, Diane Shenberger, Marjorie Rose, Nina Lloyd,
Beth Staiger, Nancy Menton, and Tammy

Steiner

School Photo Day: Linda Eickhoff, Sae im Smith,
Traci Rosenbaum, Nancy Menton, Kiki Keating,
Colleen Rozzi, Carol Carr, Robin Cushman-Phillips,
Lisa Grose, and Mary Proom

Fall Picnic and Dance Ann Malenka, Joan
Frankenstein-Mitchell, Marie Darling, Sarah
Freemantle, Jennifer Pitts, Laura Rice, Kathy Zug,
Kelly Bucciero, Kathy Harvard, and Mike Costello
Birthday Book Club: Carol Carr, Corrine Fortune,
Kathy Hastings, Lisa Grose, Kristine McDevitt, Diane
Schenberger, Amy Fleischer, Ellen Umland, Mary
Flory, Jayne Costello, Meg Thompson, Sujatha
Sundaram, Kathy Yukika, Lynn Gaudet, Pam
Mamourian, and Ginger Boitnott

PTO Directory: Connie Blatchford, Emily Eckels,
Amy Fleischer, Mary Dyke, Anna Defoe, Della
Domingue, Bill Mlacak, Traci Rosenbaum, Karen
Schumacher, and Nancy Menton

Membership Drive: Traci Rosenbaum
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